Finding the right furnace
Choose wisely. Redeem Energy Optimization Rebates.
Are you in the market for a new furnace?
Feeling overwhelmed by the choices?
Hang in there. Let us help you easily
choose a furnace that will maximize your
comfort and save energy.

41% of your home’s energy use
goes toward space heating.
Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration

Energy Optimization

With so much of your energy use going toward heating,
it pays to consider an energy efficient furnace.
n Energy efficient furnaces reduce the amount of
heat that is wasted.
n ENERGY STAR® furnaces are up to 16% more
efficient than standard models.
n Various cooperative and municipal utilities in
Michigan and the U.P. offer Energy Optimization
programs and rebates.

Online: michigan-energy.org

Phone: 877-296-4319

Furnace Buying Tips

n H ave your heating contractor
help you determine the right
sized furnace for your home.
n Choose a furnace with Annual
Fuel Utilization Efficiency
(AFUE) of 95% or higher.
n Opt for multi-stage firing
capabilities—allows some
burners to turn off when full
heating output isn’t needed.
n Select a model with an
electronically commutated
motor (ECM)—uses less energy to
run the fan and helps you manage
energy costs. Ask for an ECM or
variable speed blower motor.
(See reverse for more details).

n Insist on professional installation.
n Improve your home’s energy
efficiency—seal air leaks, add
insulation, seal ducts, etc.

SAVING ENERGY
AND MONEY
ECMs up close

The heart of your furnace is the blower motor. It forces
air through your ductwork to keep you and your family
cozy and warm.

Next Steps

1. Motor swap—If your furnace is less than
10 years old, consider replacing the
motor. Swap out the PSC with an ECM.
2. Buy new—If your furnace is more than
10 years old, consider buying a new
furnace equipped with an ECM.

The old way

Your existing furnace probably relies on what’s known
as a permanent split capacitor (PSC) motor. This means
your furnace runs at one speed—full. The problem with
this is that it’s not always “freezing cold”—outdoor
temperatures vary.

Rebate

To help offset the costs of upgrading to a
more energy efficient furnace, the Energy
Optimization program offers a $200 cashback rebate on ECM furnace blower motors
if your electric utility participates. To verify
your eligibility visit michigan-energy.org
or call 877-296-4319.

The new way

Outfit your furnace with an electronically commutated
motor (ECM). This feature adjusts the motor’s speed,
ensures optimal airflow and uses less electricity.
An ECM furnace can save you as much as $800 in
operating costs over the next 10 years.

PROOF POSITIVE
Standard (PSC) Motor Furnace

ECM Furnace

Initial Cost: $
Energy Optimization Rebate: $

0

Estimated 10 year Energy Cost Savings: $

0

VS.

Initial Cost: $
Energy Optimization Rebate: -$ 200
Estimated 10 year Energy Cost Savings: -$ 800*

True Cost After 10 years: $

True Cost After 10 years: $

* Assumes $80 annual energy cost savings based on ECM energy savings of 730kWh/year X average electric rate of $0.11/kWh.

PARTICIPA TIN G U TILITIE S

Questions? Interested in saving more? Contact Energy Optimization.
Online: michigan-energy.org Phone: 877-296-4319

